
T H E  C U N Y  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  H E A L T H  E Q U I T Y  
2 0 2 3  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W
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Health Disparities Research Dissemination
The CUNY Institute of Health Equity has played a pivotal role in advancing scholarly and scientific
research, facilitating the dissemination of impactful findings. Among the noteworthy contributions
stemming from these endeavors are: 

·Dr. Judith Aponte and colleagues worked on a COVID-19 survey among NYC non-Hispanic Black and
Hispanic/Latino adults with diabetes. 
·Dr. Judith Aponte and Dr. Maria Isabel Roldós, published a portfolio analysis of National Institutes of
Health R-series Grants portfolio of racism and healthcare.
·Drs. Roldós and Jaye Jones collaborated with Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) and a GIS
student to publish "The First Steps to Building a Research Collaborative Using Strength-Based
Assessments and GIS Maps."
· Drs. John Orazem, Talita Fortunato Tavares and Dr. Maria Isabel Roldós looked at the Longitudinal
trends (2011-2020) of premature mortality and years of potential life loss (YPLL) and associated
covariates of the 62 New York State counties. 
·Drs. Mia Budescu, Martin J. Downing, Tailisha M. Gonzalez, and Katherine Gregory worked on the
Omnipresent Policing and Sleep Health in the Bronx. 

C I H E  r e c e i v e d  a n  N S F  s u b - a w a r d

f o r  t h e  H S I  H u b s  C o r e  O b j e c t i v e s

p r o j e c t  f o c u s e d  o n  e q u i t y

i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  S T E M

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  U S D  $ 1 7 1 , 0 0 0  f o r  5

y e a r s .  

C I H E  s t a f f  w a s  s e l e c t e d  t o

c o n d u c t  t h e  L o n g - t e r m

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  t i t l e d

B r o n x  R E A C H  w i t h  C D C  f u n d i n g ,

i n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  T h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r

F a m i l y  M e d i c i n e .  T h i s  a w a r d  i s  i n

t h e  a m o u n t  o f  U S D  $ 1 2 3 , 0 0 0  o v e r

a  s p a n  o f  5  y e a r s .  

G R A N T S  A W A R D E D :  

N I H - R 2 5  S E P A  G R A N T  P R O P O S A L

T h i s  p r o p o s a l ’ s  a i m  i s  t o  p r o v i d e
h e a l t h  d i s p a r i t i e s  t r a i n i n g  f o r  h i g h
s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  a t
M a r i e  C u r i e  H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  t h e
B r o n x .  T h e  o v e r a l l  g o a l  o f  t h i s
p r o j e c t  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
B r o n x  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  w h o
p u r s u e  s t u d i e s  a n d  c a r e e r s  i n  h e a l t h
s c i e n c e s .  

T h i s  i s  a  m u l t i - p r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r
p r o p o s a l  w i t h  D r s .  R o l d ó s ,  B u d e s c u ,
D o w n i n g  a n d  G o n z á l e s  f o r  U S D  $ 1 . 2
m i l l i o n  f o r  5  y e a r s .

G R A N T S  U N D E R  R E V I E W :  

P A R T N E R S  I N  R E S E A R C H :
C I H E  i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s i g n i n g  a  M e m o r a n d u m  o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g ( M O U )  w i t h

B r o n x C a r e  t o  e x p l o r e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t s .

A D D  A  T I T L E :   P R O M O T I O N  O F  H E A L T H  D I S P A R I T I E S  R E S E A R C H

P R O M O T I O N  O F  H E A L T H  D I S P A R I T I E S  R E S E A R C H



C I H E  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  f o c u s  o n  s t u d e n t  m e n t o r s h i p ,  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t w o  F e d e r a l  W o r k
S t u d y  S t u d e n t s  a n d  t w o  I n t e r n s .  

P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  S R A B  S t u d e n t  S c h o l a r  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  t h e  2 0 2 3  H S 2 N  H e a l t h
E q u i t y  S u m m i t .  

C I H E  m e n t e e s  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  e v e n t s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e d
l e a r n i n g  t o  u s e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  s o f t w a r e  l i k e  Z o t e r o ,  m a s t e r i n g  e f f i c i e n t  r e s e a r c h
t o o l s  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  a n d  g a i n i n g  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  G I S  m a p p i n g .  

D u r i n g  t h e  f a l l  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  C I H E  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p a r t n e r s h i p
w i t h  t h e  L a t i n x  P r e - M e d i c a l  S t u d e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  P L U S  ( L M S A + ) .  

S T U D E N T  E N G A G E M E N T / M E N T O R S H I P

CIHE WELCOMED TWO NEW ESTEEMED AFFILIATED FACULTY
MEMBERS 

 

 D r .  W i l l i a m  S u a r e z  I I ,  A s s i s t a n t
P r o f e s s o r

H e a l t h  E q u i t y ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
a n d  T e c h n o l o g y

D r .  R a h w a  H a i l e ,  A s s o c i a t e
P r o f e s s o r

 H e a l t h  E q u i t y ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
a n d  T e c h n o l o g y



C I H E  c o n c l u d e d  2 0 2 3  b y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  o r g a n i z i n g  a n d  e x e c u t i n g  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  C I H E

S p e a k e r  S u m m i t ,  t h e m e d  " M i g r a t i o n  a n d  H e a l t h  w i t h  a  H u m a n  R i g h t s  P e r s p e c t i v e :

C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t i e s . "  T h e  e v e n t  f e a t u r e d  e n g a g i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,

w o r k s h o p s ,  a n d  a  C o m m u n i t y - B a s e d  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( C B O )  f a i r .

C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T

P h o t o  a b o v e :  K e y n o t e  P a n e l  s p e a k e r s  a n d  g u e s t s  ( f r o m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t ) :  D r .
C h e r y l  M a r t e n s ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A d v a n c e d  S t u d i e s  i n  I n e q u a l i t i e s  a t
U n i v e r s i d a d  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  d e  Q u i t o ;  L a u r e n  J e e ,  P r i n c i p a l  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  a t
t h e  O f f i c e  f o r  C i v i l  R i g h t s ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n
S e r v i c e s ;  Y u d e l k a  T a p i a  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  A s s e m b l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  8 6 t h
A s s e m b l y  D i s t r i c t ;  D r .  F e r n a n d o  D e l g a d o ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  L e h m a n  C o l l e g e ;  D r .
R i c a r d o  F e r n á n d e z ,  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  L e h m a n  C o l l e g e ;  D r .  M a r i a  I s a b e l
R o l d ó s ,  D i r e c t o r - C I H E ;  a n d  D r .  R a m o n a  H e r n á n d e z ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  C U N Y  D o m i n i c a n
S t u d i e s  I n s t i t u t e  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S o c i o l o g y  a t  T h e  C o l i n  L .  P o w e l l  S c h o o l  f o r
C i v i c  a n d  G l o b a l  L e a d e r s h i p ,  T h e  C i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  N e w  Y o r k .

P h o t o  t o p  r i g h t :  B r o n x  C o u n c i l w o m a n  P e i r i n a  S á n c h e z ,  D i s t r i c t  1 4  a n d  D r .  E l g l o r i a
H a r r i s o n ,  D e a n  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s ,  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  N u r s i n g .

P h o t o  b o t t o m  r i g h t :  C B O  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  g u e s t s .

FOR MORE SUMMIT PHOTOS, PLEASE CLICK THE FOLLOWING LINK: SUMMIT PICTURES

https://www.lehman.edu/cuny-institute-health-equity/upcoming-events.php


I n  2 0 2 4 ,  C I H E  w i l l  c o n d u c t  a  s e c o n d - r o u n d  d a t a  c a l l  w i t h  n e w  c o m m u n i t y

p a r t n e r s .  T h i s  n e x t  p h a s e  w i l l  p r o c e e d  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p u t y

D i r e c t o r  o f  H e a l t h ’ s  o f f i c e  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  B r o n x  B o r o u g h  P r e s i d e n t

V a n e s s a  L .  G i b s o n .

T o  s e e  i n t e r a c t i v e  m a p s  a n d  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  c l i c k  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  l i n k :  C I H E  m a p s -

C I H E  r e v a m p e d  i t ’ s  w e b s i t e  a d d i n g  b o t h  i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d  s t a t i c  m a p s  t h a t
f e a t u r e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e
H e a l t h y - B r o n x  R e s e a r c h  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  S u r v e y .  

T h e  m a p  b e l o w  s h o w s  B r o n x  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s p a t i a l l y

a g g r e g a t e d  a n d  d e p i c t e d  b y  s e l f - r e p o r t e d  c a t c h m e n t  a r e a .

H E A L T H Y - B R O N X  R E S E A R C H  C O L L A B O R A T I V E

I N S T I T U T E . H E A L T H E Q U I T Y @ L E H M A N . C U N Y . E D U

L E H M A N  C O L L E G E  2 5 0  B E D F O R D  P A R K  B L V D  W E S T
G I L L E T  H A L L ,  R O O M  B - 0 3 3

B R O N X ,  N Y  1 0 4 6 8  

https://www.lehman.edu/cuny-institute-health-equity/community-partners.php
https://www.lehman.edu/cuny-institute-health-equity/community-partners.php

